myFutureNC Attainment Dashboard — Data Guidance 2026

About

This page outlines the data elements and sources of the variables in the
myFutureNC Attainment Dashboard. This dashboard was produced by Carolina
Demography for myFutureNC.

The dashboard shows North Carolina’s progress toward the state’s overall 2030 goal of
2 million adults ages 25-44 with a postsecondary degree or credential, as well as 18
educational performance indicators. These indicators span the education continuum,
capturing key transition points for students from NC Pre-K through college completion
and into the labor market.

Researchers from Carolina Demography, located within the Carolina Population Center
at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, identified the best source of data for
each indicator by consulting with experts from the UNC System, the NC Community
College System, North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities, the NC
Department of Public Instruction, the NC Department of Commerce, and the NC
Department of Health and Human Services.

Carolina Demography will provide updated data for each indicator as it becomes
available. In most cases, new data will be available annually; the timing of the update
differs depending on the indicator.

This document provides the following information:

Data availability

Update schedule

File layout

Detailed information for each indicator

Suggested Citation

Carolina Demography. myFutureNC Attainment Dashboard: State Database [2026
release]. Chapel Hill, NC: Carolina Population Center, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

Contact

Questions about this data should be directed to Carolina Demography at
demography@unc.edu.
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mailto:demography@unc.edu

Data Availability

Demographic Details Available in File

Indicators Available for U.S. & 50 Years Available

States in File Gy

Educational Attainment 2006-2024 X X X
2013, 2015, 2017,

NAEP Fourth Grade Reading 2019, 2022, 2024 X X X X
. 2013, 2015, 2017,
NAEP Eighth Grade Math 2019, 2022, 2024 X X X X
. . 2016, 2018, 2022,
Chronic Absenteeism 2023 X X X
2011-2021 for all
High School Graduation Rate states (2006-2025 X X X
for NC only)
FAFSA Completion Rate 2018-2025 No demographic details available
Postsecondary Enrollment Rate 2006-2024 X X
First-Year Persistence Rate 2010-2024 X
Post§econdary Completion Rate: 4yr 2014-2024 . X X
Public
Postsecondary Completion Rate: 4yr i
Private 2014-2024 X X X
Post§econdary Completion Rate: 2yr 2014-2024 . X X
Public
Opportunity Youth 2006-2024 X X
Labor Force Participation Rate 2006-2024 X X X
Family-Sustaining Wage 2006-2024 X X
NC-only Indicators
NC Pre-K 2015-2025 No demographic details available
College-and-Career-Ready in Reading 2019- 2025 X X X
College-and-Career-Ready in Math 2019-2025 X X X
ACT Performance 2019-2025 X X X
2015-17,2017-19,
Labor Market Alignment 2018-20, 2019- No demographic details available

2023 averages
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Update schedule

S Prosperity Rural/
All 50 NC
Zone Urban

States
NC Pre K enrollment Annual X X
College-and-Career-Ready in Reading Annual X X
NAEP Fourth Grade Reading Biennial X X X
College-and-Career-Ready in Math Annual X X
NAEP Eighth Grade Math Biennial X X X
Chronic Absenteeism Biennial X X
High School Graduation Rate Annual X X
ACT Performance Annual X X
FAFSA Completion Rate Annual X
Postsecondary Enrollment Rate Annual X X X
First-Year Persistence Rate Annual X X
Postgecondary Completion Rate: 4yr Annual X X
Public
qutsecondary Completion Rate: 4yr Annual X X
Private
Postgecondary Completion Rate: 2yr Annual X X
Public
Labor Market Alignment Annual X X
Opportunity Youth Annual X X
Labor Force Participation Rate Annual X X X
Family-Sustaining Wage Annual X X X
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File Layout

The database contains the following fields (in order of appearance)

Variable Name Definition Variable Type
GEOTYPE Geographic Type String
NAME Geography Name String
FIPS State FIPS Code Numeric
YEAR Reporting Year Numeric
INDTYPE Indicator Type String
SUBGROUP Demographic Group String
INDDEN Indicator Denominator Numeric
INDNUM Indicator Numerator Numeric
INDVALUE Indicator Value Numeric
SOUTH Is Southeast (or TX) Numeric
COHORT_YEAR Cohort Entering Year Numeric
string Data Quality Flag String

NOTES: For data referring to the school year, YEAR refers to the end year of that school year. For example, YEAR
= 2019 for school year 2018-19. Subgroup information available differs depending on the indicator. Indicator
denominators and indicator numerators are not available for all indicators.

The key for GEOTYPE is as follows:

Nation
State

NC_Rural_Urban

SubPZ

United States

State

One of four rural/urban classifications in NC
Prosperity Zone sub-region

The key for INDTYPE is as follows:

ABSENT Chronic Absenteeism
ACGR High School Graduation Rate (NCES)
ACGR4 High School Graduation Rate (NCDPI )
ACT ACT Performance
ALIGN Labor Market Alignment
EDUC_AA Educational Attainment: Associate Degree
EDUC_AAPL Educational Attainment: Associate Degree or Higher
EDUC_BA Educational Attainment: Bachelor’s
EDUC_HS Educational Attainment: High School
EDUC_LTHS Educational Attainment: Less than High School
EDUC_MAPL Educational Attainment: Master’s or more
EDUC_SCND Educational Attainment: Some College, No Degree
ENRL18 Postsecondary Enroliment
ENRL18_t Postsecondary Enrollment (5-Year ACS)
FAFSA FAFSA Completion Rate (September 26)
FAM300 Family Sustaining Wage
FAM300_5 Family Sustaining Wage (5-Year ACS)
GRAD6_ALL Postsecondary Completion Rate (Overall)
GRADG6_Priv4 Postsecondary Completion Rate: 4yr Private
GRAD6_Pub2 Postsecondary Completion Rate: 2yr Public
GRAD6_Pub4 Postsecondary Completion Rate: 4yr Public
LF2544 Labor Force Participation Rate (25-44)
LF2544_5 Labor Force Participation Rate (25-44) (5-Year ACS)
MAGS College-and-Career-Ready in Math
NAEPMAS NAEP Eighth Grade Math
NAEPRD4 NAEP Fourth Grade Reading
OPPY_16_24 Opportunity Youth (16-24)
PER1 First-Year Persistence
PREK NC Pre-K Enrollment
RDGS College-and-Career-Ready in Reading
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The key for SUBGROUP is as follows:

ALL All Groups/Overall
. Sex

FEM Female

MALE Male

AIAN American Indian/Alaska Native

API Asian or Pacific Islander

BLACK Black or African-American

HISP Hispanic or Latino

MULT Multiracial

OTHER Other race

WHITE White

AIAN_FEM American Indian/Alaska Native Female

AIAN_MALE American Indian/Alaska Native Male

API_FEM Asian/Pacific Islander Female

API_MALE Asian/Pacific Islander Male

BLACK_FEM Black or African-American Female

BLACK_MALE Black or African-American Male

HISP_FEM Hispanic or Latino Female

HISP_MALE Hispanic or Latino Male

MULT_FEM Multiracial Female

MULT_MALE Multiracial Male

OTHER_FEM Other Race Female

OTHER_MALE Other Race Male

WHITE_FEM White Female

WHITE_MALE White Male

Economic Disadvantage

EDS Economically Disadvantaged (receives Free or Reduced Price lunch)
NEDS Not Economically Disadvantaged

SWD Students with Disability

NSWD Not Students with Disability

English Proficiency
LEP Limited English Proficient or English Learner

20U <20
21_24 21-24
25P 25+

Enrollment Intensity (Postsecondary Completion Only, no mixed status beginning 2023)
FULL Full time

MIXED Mixed full and part time
PART Part time
CITY District inside a principal city in a Census-defined urban area
RURAL District inside a Census-defined rural area
SUBURB District inside Census-defined urban area but outside of a principal city
TOWN District inside a Census-defined urban cluster
AlG Academically or Intellectually Gifted
FCS Foster Care
HMS Homeless
MIG Migrant
MIL Military Connected
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Educational Attainment

Percent of North Carolina 25-44-year-olds with a specific level of education, such as an
associate degree or higher.

Source

State and national data is from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 1-Year American Community
Survey (ACS) microdata (PUMS). (Note: Data for all counties is available in the 5-Year
ACS in Table B15001: Sex by Age by Educational Attainment for the Population 18
Years and Over.)

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

EDUC_AA Educational Attainment: Associate Degree
EDUC_AAPL Educational Attainment: Associate Degree or higher
EDUC_BA Educational Attainment: Bachelor's

EDUC_HS Educational Attainment: High School

EDUC_LTHS Educational Attainment: Less than High School
EDUC_MAPL Educational Attainment: Master's or more
EDUC_SCND Educational Attainment: Some College, No Degree

Note: This data does not include an estimate of the share of adults with a high-quality
nondegree credential. Statewide in 2019, the Lumina Foundation estimates roughly
7.5% of NC adults hold a high-quality nondegree credential. These individuals would
appear in this dataset in the variable EDUC_SCND as having “some college, no degree.”

Demographic Information Available

o Sex
e Race/Ethnicity
e Sex by Race/Ethnicity

Calculations
Individuals were classified based on their self-reported highest level of education:

e High school diploma or less includes the following responses:
o “Less than 9t grade”
“9th to 12t grade, no diploma”
o “High school graduate (includes equivalency)”
e “Some college, no degree.” 7.5% of the total population 25-44 are subtracted
from this group to form the group with nondegree credentials.
e Associate degree or higher includes the following responses:
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata/access.html
https://www.luminafoundation.org/stronger-nation/report2025/#/progress/state/NC

o “Associate degree”
“Bachelor’'s degree”
o “Graduate or professional degree”

The share of 25-44-year-olds with a specific level of education was calculated by
dividing the estimated number of adults ages 25-44 with that level of education by the
total number of adults 25-44.

# of 25 to 44 with specific level of education
Total # of adults 25 to 44

Educational Attainment Rate =
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NC Pre-K Enrollment

The percentage of eligible North Carolina four-year-olds enrolled in North Carolina’s
public pre-kindergarten program (the NC Pre-K Program).

Source

NC Pre-K enrollments were provided by the North Carolina Division of Child
Development and Early Education (NC DCDEE) at the Department of Health and Human
Services. Carolina Demography estimated the number of eligible four-year-olds using
population estimates from the North Carolina Office of State Budget and Management
(the U.S. Census Bureau’s Population Estimates were used for the 2025 update) and
poverty status for the child population was obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 5-
Year American Community Survey (Table B17024: Age by Ratio of Income to Poverty
Level in the Past 12 Months). For state, U.S. Census Bureau’s 1-year microdata file
(PUMS) is used.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| PREK | NC Pre-K Enrollment

Demographic Information Available
No demographic details available. Rural/Urban breakdowns available.

Calculations

The NC Pre-K enrollment rate reflects the total number of NC Pre-K enrollments divided
by the estimated number of eligible 4-year-olds. This estimate was developed for each
North Carolina county through the following steps:

e Used the 5-Year American Community Survey data to determine the county
percentage of children under 6 in families earning less than 200% of the federal
poverty line, following guidance that this is a good proxy for the income-eligibility
threshold for NC Pre-K.

e Estimated eligible 4-year-old population by multiplying the number of 4-year-olds
in each county by the estimated proportion of young children in families with
incomes <200% of the poverty line.

e Calculated NC Pre-K enrollment rate by dividing county NC Pre-K enrollments by
county eligible 4-year-olds.

# of NC PreK enrollments

NC PreK Enroll t Rate =
reft hhroliment Rate = & Sl # of eligible 4 year olds

State values reflect the sum of all counties.
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https://dashboard.myfuturenc.org/glossary/nc-pre-k-program/
https://ncchildcare.ncdhhs.gov/Home/DCDEE-Sections/North-Carolina-Pre-Kindergarten-NC-Pre-K
https://ncchildcare.ncdhhs.gov/Home/DCDEE-Sections/North-Carolina-Pre-Kindergarten-NC-Pre-K
https://www.osbm.nc.gov/demog/county-projections
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata/access.html
https://nieer.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/nieer_north_carolina_2019.pdf

College-and-Career-Ready in Reading

Percentage of North Carolina students in grades 3-8 who earned a college-and-career-
ready score on the End-of-Grade Reading exam.

Source

Data for student performance is reported by the North Carolina Department of Public
Instruction (NCDPI ). Students are classified as “college-and-career-ready” if they score
at a Level 4 or higher on the End-of-Grade Reading exam.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| RDGS | College-and-Career-Ready in Reading

Demographic Information Available

Sex

Race/Ethnicity

Economic disadvantage

Disability status

Limited English proficiency

Other, including academically and intellectually gifted, homeless, and military
connected

e Rural/Urban

Calculations

This is a direct download from NCDPI.
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https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/testing-and-school-accountability/school-accountability-and-reporting/accountability-data-sets-and-reports

NAEP Fourth Grade Reading

The share of North Carolina 4t graders scoring “at or above proficient” on the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).

Source

Fourth grade reading assessment scores for all states were obtained from the NAEP
Data Explorer.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| NAEPRD4 | NAEP Fourth Grade Reading

Demographic Information Available

e Sex

e Race/Ethnicity

e Economic disadvantage

e Rural/Urban
Calculations

This number is a direct download from NAEP. It is the number of 4t grade students
scoring at or above NAEP proficient in Reading divided by the total number of 4" grade
students assessed.

Information about the NAEP Reading Scale and Reading Achievement Levels for Fourth
Grade are available online.
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https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/tdw/database/data_tool.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/tdw/database/data_tool.asp
https://dashboard.myfuturenc.org/glossary/naep-proficient/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/reading/scale.aspx
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/reading/achieve.aspx#2009_grade4
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/reading/achieve.aspx#2009_grade4

College-and-Career-Ready in Math

Percentage of North Carolina students in grades 3-8 who earned a college-and-career-
ready score on the End-of-Grade Math exam.

Source

Data for student performance is reported by the North Carolina Department of Public
Instruction (NCDPI ). Students are classified as “college-and-career-ready” if they score
at a Level 4 or higher on the End-of-Grade Reading exam.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| MAGS | College-and-Career-Ready in Math

Demographic Information Available

Sex

Race/Ethnicity

Economic disadvantage

Disability status

Limited English proficiency

Other, including academically and intellectually gifted, homeless, and military
connected

e Rural/Urban

Calculations

This is a direct download from NCDPI.
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https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/testing-and-school-accountability/school-accountability-and-reporting/accountability-data-sets-and-reports

NAEP Eighth Grade Math

The share of North Carolina 8t graders scoring “at or above proficient” on the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Mathematics Assessment.

Source

Eighth grade math assessment scores for all states were obtained from the NAEP Data
Explorer.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| NAEPMAS8 | NAEP Eighth Grade Math

Demographic Information Available

e Sex

e Race/Ethnicity

e Economic disadvantage

e Rural/Urban
Calculations

This number is a direct download from NAEP. It is the number of 8t grade students
scoring at or above NAEP proficient in Mathematics divided by the total number
of 8" grade students assessed.

Information about the NAEP Mathematics Scale Scores and Math Achievement Levels
for Eighth Grade are available online.
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https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/tdw/database/data_tool.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/tdw/database/data_tool.asp
https://dashboard.myfuturenc.org/glossary/naep-proficient/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/mathematics/scale.aspx
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/mathematics/achieve.aspx
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/mathematics/achieve.aspx

Chronic Absenteeism

The percentage of public K-12 students who missed 10% or more days of school in a
school year.

Source

The data on chronic absenteeism comes from the NC Department of Public
Instruction’s School Report Cards. Prior years of state data are from the Civil Rights
Data Collection at the U.S. Department of Education.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| ABSENT | Chronic Absenteeism

Demographic Information Available

Sex

Race/Ethnicity

Economic disadvantage
Disability status

Limited English proficiency
Rural/Urban

Calculations

Direct download from the NC Department of Public Instruction’s School Report Cards.
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https://www.dpi.nc.gov/data-reports/school-report-cards
https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/dashboard/chronic-absenteeism/2021-2022?s=1035&sy=2919#inexperienced_pct
https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/dashboard/chronic-absenteeism/2021-2022?s=1035&sy=2919#inexperienced_pct
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/data-reports/school-report-cards

High School Graduation Rate

The percentage of public high school students who graduated in 4 years or less.
Source

High school graduation rates for all states were obtained from the Common Core of
Data maintained by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). Detailed North
Carolina data was downloaded from the North Carolina Department of Public
Instruction (NCDPI ). State comparisons are no longer included because of delay in
NCES data releases.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

ACGR High School Graduation Rate (NCES)

ACGR4 High School Graduation Rate (NCDPI )

Demographic Information Available

Race/Ethnicity

Economic disadvantage

Disability status

Limited English proficiency

Other, including academically and intellectually gifted, homeless, and military
connected (NCDPI data only)

e Rural/Urban

Calculations

North Carolina data is a direct download from the NC Department of Public
Instruction (methodology). State-level data is a direct download from the National
Center for Education Statistics. State-level, other than North Carolina, is no longer
updated on the state dashboard due to delay in releases.
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https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/data_tables.asp#Page:1
https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/data_tables.asp#Page:1
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/accountability-and-testing/school-accountability-and-reporting/cohort-graduation-rates
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/accountability-and-testing/school-accountability-and-reporting/cohort-graduation-rates
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/2024-25-cohort-graduation-rate/download?attachment

ACT Performance

Percentage of North Carolina 11th grade students earning an ACT Composite score of
17 or 19 or above (the UNC minimum admission requirement). The requirement was 17
or above prior to 2022. From 2022 to 2024 the requirement was 19 or higher and as of
2025 the requirement is back to the prior requirement of 17 or above.

Source

Data for student performance is reported by the North Carolina Department of Public
Instruction.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| ACT | ACT Performance

Demographic Information Available

Sex

Race/Ethnicity

Economic disadvantage

Disability status

Limited English proficiency

Other, including academically and intellectually gifted, homeless, and military
connected

Calculations

This is a direct download from NCDPI .
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https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act-postsecondary-professionals/scores.html
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/testing-and-school-accountability/school-accountability-and-reporting/accountability-data-sets-and-reports

FAFSA Completion Rate

Percentage of North Carolina public high school seniors completing the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).Public schools include both LEAs and
Charter schools (this differs from the County Attainment Profiles).

Source

Detailed North Carolina data on FAFSA completion was obtained from Federal Student
Aid; school enrollment data was obtained from the North Carolina Department of Public
Instruction. Data is a direct download from College for North Carolina (CFNC).

Note: Overall, FAFSA completion rates are underestimated and may impact certain
areas or schools more than others. High schools with fewer than five FAFSA
completers are not reported by Federal Student Aid. For more information about the
FAFSA completion rate, click here.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| FAFSA | FAFSA Completion Rate (September)

Demographic Information Available
No demographic details available.
Calculations

Data is a direct download from College for North Carolina (CFNC).
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https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student/application-volume/fafsa-completion-high-school
https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student/application-volume/fafsa-completion-high-school
https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student/application-volume/fafsa-completion-high-school
http://apps.schools.nc.gov/ords/f?p=145:1
http://apps.schools.nc.gov/ords/f?p=145:1
https://www.cfnc.org/fafsa-tools/fafsa-tracker/
https://www.cfnc.org/fafsa-tools/fafsa-tracker/
https://www.cfnc.org/fafsa-tools/fafsa-tracker/

Postsecondary Enroliment Rate

Percent of 18-24-year-olds enrolled in a postsecondary institution (college or graduate
school).

Source

The data on postsecondary enrollment comes from the U.S. Census Bureau's American
Community Survey (ACS) microdata (PUMS). Data for all counties is available in the 5-
Year ACS in Table B14004: Sex by College or Graduate School Enroliment by Type of
School by Age for the Population 15 Years and Over.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

ENRL18 Postsecondary Enroliment

ENRL18_5 Postsecondary Enrollment (5-Year ACS)

Demographic Information Available

o Sex
e Race/Ethnicity

Calculations

Individuals were identified as being enrolled in college or graduate school if they
reported being enrolled in school and specified one of the following enroliments during
the last three months:

e “College undergraduate years (freshman to senior)”
e “Graduate or professional school beyond a bachelor’s degree (for example: MA
or PhD program, or medical or law school)”
The postsecondary enroliment rate was calculated by dividing the estimated number of
adults ages 18-24 enrolled in college or graduate school by the total number of adults
18-24.

# 18 — 24 adults enrolled in college or graduate school
Total # 18 — 24 adults

Postsecondary Enrollment Rate =
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata/access.html
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.html
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.html
https://dashboard.myfuturenc.org/glossary/degree/

First-Year Persistence Rate

Percent of first-year students beginning postsecondary at a North Carolina institution
who are still enrolled in any postsecondary program one year later.

Source

The data for first-year persistence by state was downloaded from the National Student
Clearinghouse (NSC) Research Center.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| PERT | First-Year Persistence

Demographic Information Available

e Age

Calculations

This was a direct download from NSC.
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https://nscresearchcenter.org/persistence-retention/
https://nscresearchcenter.org/persistence-retention/

Postsecondary Completion Rate: 4-Year Public Institutions

Percent of students beginning postsecondary at a University of North Carolina system
school (4-year public institution) who complete a degree or credential from any
institution within 6 years.

Source

The data for completion rates by state was downloaded from the National Student
Clearinghouse (NSC) Research Center.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| GRAD6_Pub4 | Postsecondary Completion Rate: 4yr Public

Demographic Information Available

e Sex
e Race/Ethnicity (no state-level data for American Indian, or Multiracial)
e Enrollment status (mixed status not published beginning 2023)

Calculations

This was a direct download from NSC.
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https://nscresearchcenter.org/yearly-progress-and-completion/
https://nscresearchcenter.org/yearly-progress-and-completion/

Postsecondary Completion Rate: 4-Year Private Institutions

Percent of students beginning postsecondary at a North Carolina 4-year non-profit,
private institution who complete a degree or credential from any institution within 6
years.

Source

The data for completion rates by state was downloaded from the National Student
Clearinghouse (NSC) Research Center.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

\ GRADG6_Priv4 \ Postsecondary Completion Rate: 4yr Private

Demographic Information Available

e Sex
e Race/Ethnicity (no state-level data for American Indian, or Multiracial)
e Enrollment status (mixed status not published beginning 2023)

Calculations

This was a direct download from NSC.
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https://nscresearchcenter.org/yearly-progress-and-completion/
https://nscresearchcenter.org/yearly-progress-and-completion/

Postsecondary Completion Rate: 2-Year Public Institutions

Percent of students beginning postsecondary at a North Carolina community college (2-
year public institution) who complete a degree or credential from any institution within 6
years.

Source

The data for completion rates by state was downloaded from the National Student
Clearinghouse (NSC) Research Center.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| GRAD6_Pub? | Postsecondary Completion Rate: 2yr Public

Demographic Information Available

e Sex
e Race/ethnicity (no state-level data for American Indian, or Multiracial)
e Enrollment status (mixed status not published beginning 2023)

Calculations

This was a direct download from NSC.
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https://nscresearchcenter.org/yearly-progress-and-completion/
https://nscresearchcenter.org/yearly-progress-and-completion/

Labor Market Alignment
Alignment between the skills of graduates and the needs of employers.
Source

Data on labor market alignment is provided by the Labor and Economic Analysis
Division at North Carolina’s Department of Commerce (LEAD).

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| ALIGN | Labor Market Alignment

Demographic Information Available
No demographic details available.
Calculations

The supply of graduates was calculated using credential counts from the National
Center for Education Statistics’ Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
(IPEDS). IPEDS provides survey-based counts of the number of credentials awarded by
campus, program, and degree level. Data are published comprehensively (without
suppression) for both public and private institutions. LEAD uses the location of each
campus to identify where graduates are being “supplied”.

Workforce demand was determined by the number of job openings. LEAD uses online
job postings from the Conference Board and adjusts these counts using data from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey to account for job
openings that are underrepresented on online job boards.

LEAD used the New York Fed's mismatch index methodology to measure the alignment
between supply and demand. Full details on this methodology are available here.
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https://dashboard.myfuturenc.org/glossary/postsecondary-education/
https://www.conference-board.org/data/helpwantedonline.cfm
https://www.bls.gov/jlt/
https://www.newyorkfed.org/medialibrary/media/research/staff_reports/sr566.pdf

Opportunity Youth

Percent of North Carolina 16-24-year-olds not in school or working (full or part time).
This figure includes incarcerated youth who are not enrolled in school.

Source

Data on opportunity youth are from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community
Survey (ACS) microdata (PUMS).

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

| OPPY_16_24 | Opportunity Youth (16-24)

Demographic Information Available

e Sex
e Race/ethnicity

Calculations

Individuals were identified as being opportunity youth if they were not enrolled in school
and were either unemployed or not in the labor force. The opportunity youth rate was
calculated by dividing the estimated number of opportunity youth ages 16-24 by the
total number of youth ages 16-24.

# 16 — 24 not working, not in school
Total # 16 — 24

Opportunity Youth Rate =
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata/access.html

Labor Force Participation Rate
Percent of North Carolina 25-44-year-olds in the labor force.
Source

Data on labor force participation are from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American
Community Survey (ACS) microdata (PUMS). Data for all counties is available in the 5-
Year ACS in Table B23001: Sex by Age by Employment Status for the Population 16
Years and Over.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

LF2544 Labor Force Participation Rate (25-44)

LF2544_5 Labor Force Participation Rate (25-44) (5-Year ACS)

Demographic Information Available

Sex

Race/Ethnicity

Sex by race/ethnicity
Rural/Urban

Calculations

Individuals were identified as being in the labor force if they reported being employed or
unemployed.

The labor force participation rate was calculated by dividing the estimated number of
adults ages 25-44 who are in the labor force by the total number of adults ages 25-44.

# 25 — 44 adults unemployed or working
Total # 25 — 44 adults

Labor Force Participation Rate =
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata/access.html
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.html
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.html

Family-Sustaining Wage

Percent of North Carolina 25-44-year-olds earning a living wage. A living wage is defined
here as earning a family income equivalent to 300% or more of the federal poverty line.

Source

Detailed data on family income is from the U.S. Census Bureau's American Community
Survey (ACS) microdata (PUMS). Data for all counties is available in the 5-Year ACS in
Table B17024: Age by Ratio of Income to Poverty Level in the Past 12 Months.

Indicator Variable Name and Definition

FAM300 Family Sustaining Wage

FAM300_5 Family Sustaining Wage (5-Year ACS)

Demographic Information Available

e Sex
e Race/Ethnicity
e Rural/Urban

Calculations

The family-sustaining wage rate was calculated by dividing the estimated number of
adults ages 25-44 with family incomes above 300% of the federal poverty line by the
total number of adults ages 25-44 for whom the poverty status was determined.

# 25 — 44 with family incomes > 300% FPL
# 25 — 44 for whom poverty status is determined

Family — Sustaining Wage Rate =
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata/access.html
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.html
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